Poetry Appreciation Guide

Subject Matter

What is the poem about?


Essentially this fairly vague, but visually stimulated poem is primarily based on death, and this is related to an appreciation of city atmosphere.

Theme

What was the poet’s purpose or motive writing the poem? (What is the central idea of the poem?)

The purpose was not only to stimulate the reader’s imagination in visualising the scenes so effectively described, but also to consider something slightly obscure. Unlike one would expect, the reader chose a love of city life over a love of natural wilderness. By contradicting our expectation, the poet forces us to consider the reality that the tendency for us to talk of the beauty and tranquillity of nature compared to the impersonal and forebodingness of cities is not applicable to everyone’s perspective.

Moods, Emotions and Experiences

What is the predominating mood of the poem? Is it the poet flippant, sad, happy, dignified, angry, contemplative, satirical?

The predominating mood of the poem isn’t simple to identify. Despite the references to his own anticipated death, the style seems to be reflective and contemplative rather than dispirited. The experiences the writer reflected through city life were that of happiness and constant astonishment, conveyed through a placid, vague and retrospective mood.

Does the mood change?


Despite its small length, the mood changes considerably during this poem, perhaps to fast for the reader to keep up. Only during the first two lines only does the poem maintain a sincerely grave emotion, as the writer considers death. After the two lines the mood becomes increasingly reflective, as the writer fluidly considers what aspect of life he will miss greatest.

What are some of the feelings expressed by the poets?


Although the fear of death was scarcely explored, the author did show a great feeling towards the thrills of the cities.

What feelings does the poet arouse in you?


Initially the poem caused a little confusion regarding the poet’s choice in appreciating a city, which I generally find impersonal and loud. The poem invoked my interest, and I’m positive if the situation was different and I was browsing through poetry books instead of searching for an anthology, I’d still need to read this one over a couple of time. Regardless of the theme, the overall poem, especially the style and flow, was quite fascinating and satisfying.

Does the poet succeed in conveying his emotions in you?

As something I have never seriously considered, I think the poet succeeded in making me seriously consider his preference in missing the city. It made me think that to a certain degree we can all regard ourselves as either people who welcome private time, peace and quite, or social people who indulge in loud crowd situations. Additionally, these two classes of people can often be associated with the quiet nature scene, or the thrills of a large city. It shows us even a poet with the capacity for such a calming poem can be outgoing at the best of times.

Technique

Language

Are the poet’s words appropriate and valid?

The poet used language very effectively, choosing not to describe each point in detail, but instead generally chose to use simplicity. As I saw it, the poet’s use of adjectives worked extremely well, as did the fluid nature of the rhythmic lines.

What emotions are built up around certain words?

· Throbbing force – Invokes a feeling of enthusiasm

· Death’s endless night – Causes the reader to feel slightly disheartened and pessimistic in relation to death

· Shining towers – A feeling of amazement, making us generally impressed by the excitement of the big city

· Flashing streams – Despite simplicity, this simple use of an adjective creates a lively imagery of a natural stream


Imagery

What is the effect produced by the use of metaphors, similes, personification, symbolism, striking description?

The poet doesn’t use poetic devices extensively, only using a single metaphor and subtle personification. In describing death as sleeping deaths endless night, the poet has achieved a rather effective metaphor. The poet also energetically uses the word “her” to represent his city.


Sounds

What about the sounds in the poem? Are the sounds in harmony with the thought and imagery? Do the sounds suggest pictures, arouse emotions or bring out quality of the character?


The sounds of the poem seem in harmony with the imagery, and a lot of the poem is used to invoke pictures of the city and wilderness. These sounds also arouse emotions and give great indication towards the qualities of the writer.

What is the effect produced by the poet’s use of: alliteration, assonance, onomatopoeia and metre?


As a sonnet, a rather small poem, the poem doesn’t use alliteration, assonance onomatopoeia. However the poem does use metre well in this form. The stresses on words are consistent between corresponding lines and produce a fluid reading poem.

Are the musical qualities of the poem outstanding?


In terms of musical qualities, this is a fairly good poem with varied rhyme and fluid movement, but I wouldn’t call it outstanding.

Is rhyme used for emphasis?


Even though the poem is rhythmical, the rhyme wasn’t designed to produce an emphasis on words, rather this is poem is written fluidly.

Rhyme

What use is made of rhyme in the poem? Is the movement slow, steady, or fast? Is the rhyme constant or does it vary? Is the rhyme appropriate to the mood and though of the poem?

The use of rhyming in the poem is slightly varied, being a sonnet. The movement in fairly slow, which is very appropriate to the mood, though and theme of the poem.

Form

How is the poem structured? How are the stanzas organised? Is the structure itself convention, such as sonnet, ode, elegy, ballad, epic etc?

The poem is written in the form of a sonnet with its fourteen lines and set structure. The poem contains a total of four stanzas – three stanzas of four lines each, and the last stanzas with only two lines.

