GLADIATOR DEBATE 

SCRIPTS
Andrew
Before we begin the talk I have a couple of points to mention. I am presently standing in the Roman Senate and I will momentarily conduct this debate. You are respectable Roman citizens and I ask you to listen carefully and I will get you to vote later.

Andrew

Good day people of Rome. You are attending a very important debate. The topic we are addressing is Should the Gladiatorial Competitions Continue?. On the right of me is Brutus who will be trying to convince you this form of Roman entertainment should be stopped. On the left is the Great Julius Caesar who will argue the competitions should continue.

I will now ask Brutus to start the debate.

Vince

Thanks. As you know I am a great pacifist when it comes to gladiators. What pleasure can it give a person of taste when either a human being torn to pieces by an incredibly strong wild animal or a handsome beast being transfixed by a spear. I regret I have once been to a gladiator competition and I sat beside that man. I had not seen 30 seconds of the show before I turned away. I had a terrible feeling I cannot describe. After the show I cried for the brave men who had died or were critically wounded. I wish to put a stop to the killing before more men die while citizens like you watch it as the cruel entertainment it is.

Andrew

I will now to ask Julius to introduce his argument.
Julian

I present to the audience why the gladiatorial events that have been existent for approximately one century should continue. Since the development of the gladiator events, Rome has changed in a positive way. The economy has been improved and the people of Rome are a lot happier since it was introduced by the Etruscans. The government receives enormous amounts of money from these events and it is put towards schooling and to the poor. Our Empire benefits from gladiator events and it would be loss to our economy if we unnecessarily stopped it from continuing.

Andrew

Before Brutus defends his position I believe this is a good time to interrupt and tell you who don’t know some information about gladiators.


Most gladiators are criminals or prisoners condemned to death. Gladiators are performed in amphitheaters like the Coliseum and as many as 50 000 spectators could be seated at a match. Gladiators either fight beasts including lions and tigers, or they were fighting each other. To make competitions more interesting, gladiators are given different sets of weapons and armor. Retarusis uses a three head spear, a net to entangle his opponent and a dagger. Retarusis always fights man against man. Gauls had a large sword, some heavy armor and a shield. A Saminite was completely covered in armor and armed with an axe. 


Once one gladiator has gained an advantage over the opponent the disadvantaged man will ask the crowd if they will grant mercy. The crowd will then share their opinion and usually the most important man in the audience will make the final decision. If he gives the thumbs up sign the disadvantaged man will live to fight again. If he gives thumbs down the pleading man will be killed. Brutus.

Vince

Imagine for a while you are a gladiator. Imagine how degrading it would be trying to fight for dear life against a man you have nothing against. Quite often it could be your mate you unwillingly try to kill. Once you step into the amphitheater you have no way out. Refusing to fight will mean that a guard will slaughter you. You will not walk away from the audience without wounds and a broken heart. Chances are you will die or be dragged away from the scene wishing you were dead. Or live to fight again and again until you die. Audience, gladiators is an extremely cruel entertainment. Lately instead of a clean kill gladiators have been taught to gradually torture the opponent by slicing the mans body apart. Imagine how painful it would be. The last thing I have to say I find disgusting sometimes sexual tormenting is practiced in front of the crowd.

Andrew

Some disturbing facts there. Julius is your turn to defend.

Julian

I wish to remind Brutus that the facts of the matter are that gladiatorial events are a great success. Obviously the people who watch the matches have a choice to attend. After considering the options thousands of people come. It is extremely entertaining to see these events and the money they pay goes to a good cause.

Vince

Well I never ever said

Andrew

Brutus I ask you to say quiet. You will have a chance to express yourself later.

Julian

Thanks. Gladiators are not innocent men. In fact they are usually people who deserve severe punishment. We are almost generous to give them a chance to live. If a gladiator fights well he is rewarded with freedom. Less fortunate gladiators at least die to be remembered and share in the fame from the audience.

Andrew

You have your wish to speak now Brutus.

Vince

Finally. As you have been told it is not only humans that die, but animals as well. Magnificent lions and tigers are taken from Africa and virtually starved to death. Lions tear the gladiators apart while the gladiators fight back and try to kill these magnificent creatures. Gladiatorial events have proven to influence the audience and encourage violence in our community. Sometimes snakes and even elephants are put into the theaters, places of death. This type of extremely cruel entertainment is an insult to the empire of Rome. Please, if you have a heart you should vote that gladiators should be banned.

Andrew

You know what you have to do Julius Caesar.

Julian

Yes. Gladiators in person are given great schooling and taught how to die bravely. We supply great medical treatment so they fight their best. We let the successful gladiators free without punishment. Gladiator events demonstrates punishment we give to those who steal or break the law any other way. It prevents crime in the community. Gladiatorial events have continued for more one hundred years and it is obvious why. Gladiators should continue.

Andrew

That’s all have time for so lets vote. Face the wall please debaters.

Those in favour of Brutus argument raise your hand.

Those who think Gladiators should continue raise.

Well. You may turn and face the audience Julius and Brutus.

I admire the intelligent choice the audience made. The gladiatorial competitions will continue. I thank the

Vince

What the hell do you mean?

Julian

Brutus! Stop this outrage. Loosing a debate is no reason to fall off your bloody chariot.

Andrew

Silence please. I will not tolerate that language.

Vince

Is all you want death? Killing! I’ll give you killing! Feel my wrath!

(Brutus pulls out a cardboard knife and stabs Julius Caesar)

Julian

Et a Brutus!

(Julius Caesar slowly falls over and dies)
