The Explanations and Method of Creating This Database Assignment


The method we used to compile this flat file database was actually quite simple and perhaps even unnecessary to include. However there are a few features to explain, and we certainly wouldn’t want to go against our proposal.

Initial Database Table
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Before entering the data we first needed a suitable source of information; a bird guide on which to base our assignment. Unfortunately we were unable to find a guide to the bird of Far North Queensland, and frankly I don’t believe one exists! None-the-less we did manage to find a decent book of Australian birds which was easy to interpret. After paying thought to the design we began the most demanding task of this assignment… typing in the information. Even though we limited the entries to only the native birds of Far North Queensland, we were perhaps a little ambitious and eventually ended up with 191 records. 12 pages worth!

Query Based Reports (Owls and Birds of Prey)

Although these reports may look impressive, they were designed with wizards and only actually took ten or so minutes to complete. Nevertheless, they are a valuable addition to our assignment and they display the capabilities of Microsoft Access.
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A Print Preview of one of the Reports (Birds of Prey)

Graphs and Summaries


Of course, the purpose of databases is not simply just to input data, but to analyze it as well. After completing the main table in Access we chose to export it into the lovable Microsoft Excel. These graphing functions are also available on Access, but unfortunately my Graph Wizard was not operational. Using the “count” function, we were able to prepare several other tables as the foundations of our graphs. Perhaps the main reason we chose to make these graphs is because they are able to transform masses of unbearable and senseless text into an [image: image3.png]HLRISHFT EXLEL - BIRO TABLEXLS BE]ES
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impressive graphical artwork which displays the more relative information.

One of the graphs created in Microsoft Excel

Microsoft Word - Bird Guide Pages


By this time we had pretty much finished our assignment, but it was our choice to experiment further with our work. Probably the best way to display this particular topic (bird guide) whilst still using the computer as a median, was in the form of a Web Site. I doubt that this is could be made possible (especially with our little knowledge), but we were willing to give a demonstration of “linked pages”. Don’t think of these three or so pages as useless and irrelevant waste, but as informative pages which are linked (or rather hyperlinked) to the database (the home page). If we had the time and mental capacity we could also have hyperlinks to bird songs, search pages, pictures maps and general information about our indispensable bird life! As so often stated by the media: the possibilities are indeed quite endless, but they are just that… possibilities.

Word Document – Birdy Pages
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Red-backed Fairy Wren

o Scientific Name: Malurus
melaocephalus
@ Group: Fairy Wren

@ Family: Malrindze

- size: 15
- Habitat: Open Woodland
- Food: Insectivore
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