Good afternoon Dr Mount, and student inmates. Today’s presentation will be comprised of offensive language and tasteless humor. And the argument… Soap operas should be banned! Ever since I was issued the assignment I have felt strongly about this topic. I believe it is high time that we ceased the screening of these mind-numbing programs. Not only are soapies a bad influence on our throwback of a generation; but they’re unbelievably boring, and we would all prefer to watch overrated movies instead.

Americans are renowned for being mentally deranged and introducing soap opera to television was by no means an exception. Other than boring, soap operas are defined as dramatic serial programs… but why on earth did the Americans name these programs after a bloody cleaning agent! Soap opera is so called because most of their main sponsors were once manufacturers of soap and detergents. 

This completely illogical and irrelevant relationship is more than just a typical mistakes of American origin… it’s rather ironic. Just as soap washes down the drain, soap operas slowly lose their appeal. While detergents clean away the unsightly business from your underwear, soapies display the cleanliness of their immaculate houses and beautiful women. I’m afraid we are really very unaware of the secrets the bathroom soap is exposed to. However all of these private things from, staged arguments over the toilet to scenes of sex in the shower, all of these are reflected closely by soap operas we watch.

Generally speaking, the majority of television viewers include children and adolescents. In fact the only things limiting the amount of rubbish a typical teenager watches, is the eventual need for sleep and sometimes-even school. However there is an exception to this tendency. Quite unlike all other programs, the bulk of soap opera viewers are women. Making up for over 70% of all the audience, it is no wonder that the stereotype for a soap opera fan is an old bag; a fat lady with nothing better to do than gossip and break wind. A warning to all female students, statistics show that this is likely to be your destiny.

People, in a way this is very sad, but personally I find it amusing. These ignorant and socially deprived adults turn towards soap operas as a last resort of vicarious affection… well obviously not entertainment. Surely after years of loyal viewing, they would realize that they were unable to get the attention they require from a mere inanimate object. You cannot communicate with a television, you cannot share experiences with a television; and you sure as hell can’t make love to a television!
As we all know, soap operas commonly deal with themes beyond our grandparent’s comprehension, themes that we generally should not see, but persist in doing so. As part of a great television conspiracy the producers of soap opera, the creators of slower-than-life programs needed desperately to make their shows of even the slightest interest. To achieve this they introduced television stereotypes, gorgeous characters and naughty themes.

In order to understand how influential soap operas actually are, I will take you through an example. Let us simply explore the story line that takes place during a typical episode of soap.

In the previous episode of “The Dumb and the Breastless” we saw Mark propose to Lucy, however within only the first five minutes of the show we realize that Mark is actually having an affair with Amy the seductive transvestite. Little does Mark realize that Amy is also seeing Rodney and later on in the program Amy discovers that Rodney is in fact her own brother.

Meanwhile William who was only recently fired from his well paid job, witnesses his wife Miranda giving birth to a deformed baby boy, only to find out that he was not the father. In jealous rage, William leaves his wife and kills the real father; his best friend Kim.

Stephen on the other hand, still remains unemployed and completely alone. After being rejected by his own dog, Stephen resorts to gambling and drugs.

In the last episode we were introduced to the new and exceptionally thick lady called Katy. After a long while (almost 45 minutes) grieving over the death of her husband Andrew she runs away with William. And so… it goes on.

I am optimistic in believing that you realize how imposing and moreover how ridiculous soap operas are. The truth of this unruly matter is that they deal with numerous themes that can adversely affect children and often adults. During an average soap we are likely to be exposed to the following issues.

· Promiscuous behavior

· violence

· family abuse

· crime

· gambling

· drugs 

· alcohol

· marital problems and many more

Clearly all of these themes have negative effects on the viewers. I believe promiscuous behavior can be especially damaging to the future generation. This can quite easily lead to the belief that it is natural to go through partners faster than cans of soft drinks. Why settle with only one intimate relationship? This immorality does not normally happen… with the exception of the royal family.

As I’ve mentioned before, soap operas heavily use stereotypes some of which are so good-looking they can burn the back of the retina. We have in this typical set of characters:

· One egotistical blonde surfer dude

· An outspoken flirt who is taller lying down than standing up

· Manipulative bitch

· Horny bastard and lastly

· A rather scruffy looking man who can only be described as a born loser.

Clearly, soap operas are literally a waste of time, the only television program in which we actually look forward to the commercial break. If only we could exile them from television completely their deprived viewers will emerge from their homes and enter the real world. The old farts may even find a life out there, but I severely doubt it. People always go back to mindless television, and I know that because I’ve seen it happen on Simpsons.

